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Large Group Seminar Coordinator 
Term 3: Disability, Development & Occupation 
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Funding Period: 2010-2014 

This grant is made up of several sub-projects. I am co-leading (with Dr. Bonnie Kirsh at 
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Kirsh, B., Stergiou-Kita, M., Gewurtz, R., Dawson, D., Krupa, T., Lysaght, R., & Shaw, L. 
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Assessment, and Rehabilitation, 32(4), 391-405. doi 10.3233/WOR-2009-0851 
 
Krupa, T., Kirsh, B., Cockburn, L. & Gewurtz, R. (2009).Understanding the stigma of mental 
illness in employment. Work: A Journal of Prevention, Assessment, and Rehabilitation, 33(4), 
413-425. doi: 10.3233/WOR-2009-0890 
 
Gewurtz, R., Stergiou-Kita, M., Shaw, L., Kirsh, B., & Rappolt, S. (2008). Qualitative meta-
synthesis: Reflections on the utility and challenges in occupational therapy. Canadian Journal of 
Occupational Therapy, 75(5), 301-308. 
 
Jacobson, N., Gewurtz, R., & Haydon, E. (2007). Ethical review of interpretive research: 
Problems and Solutions. IRB: Ethics & Human Research, 29(5), 1-8. 
 
Gewurtz, R. & Kirsh, B. (2007). How consumers of community mental health services come to 
understand their potential for work: Doing and becoming revisited. Canadian Journal of 
Occupational Therapy 74(3), 195-207. 
 
Gewurtz, R., Kirsh, B., Jacobson, N., & Rappolt, S. (2006). The influence of mental illnesses on 
work potential and career development. Canadian Journal of Community Mental Health, 25(2), 
207-220. 
 
Kirsh, B., Cockburn, L., & Gewurtz, R. (2006). Best practice in occupational therapy: 
Program characteristics that influence vocational outcomes for people with serious mental 
illnesses. Rehab Review, Fall, 12-23. 
 
Kirsh, B., Krupa, T., Cockburn, L., & Gewurtz, R. (2006). Work initiatives in Canada: A decade 
of development. Canadian Journal of Community Mental Health 25(2), 173-191. 
 
Cockburn, L., Krupa, T., Kirsh, B., Bickenbach, J., & Gewurtz, R. (2006). Conceptualizations of 
work and psychiatric disability in Canadian disability policy. Canadian Public Policy, 32(2), 
197-212. 
 
Kirsh, B., Cockburn, L., & Gewurtz, R. (2005). Best practice in occupational therapy: 
Program characteristics that influence vocational outcomes for people with serious mental 
illnesses. Canadian Journal of Occupational Therapy, 72(5), 265-279. 
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Krupa, T., Kirsh, B., Gewurtz, R., & Cockburn, L. (2005). Improving the employment prospects 
of people with serious mental illness: Five challenges for a national mental health strategy. 
Canadian Public Policy, 31(s1), 59-64. 
 
Gewurtz, R., Krupa, T., Esterbrook, S., & Horgan, S. (2004). Prevalence and characteristics of 
parenting among clients of assertive community treatment. Psychiatric Rehabilitation Journal, 
28(1), 63-65. 
 
Published, Book Chapters 
 
Law, M., & Gewurtz, R. (2010). Productivity: Work and volunteer work outcomes. In M. Law 
& M.A. McColl (Eds.), Interventions, effects, and outcomes in Occupational Therapy (pp. 119-
143). Thorofare, NJ: SLACK Incorporated. 
 
Law, M., & Gewurtz, R. (2010). Psycho-emotional outcomes. In M. Law & M.A. McColl 
(Eds.), Interventions, effects, and outcomes in Occupational Therapy (pp.  261-283). Thorofare, 
NJ: SLACK Incorporated. 
 
Kirsh, B. & Gewurtz, R.  (2005). Supported employment: Historical, definitional and conceptual 
underpinnings.  In G. Albrecht (Ed.), Encyclopedia of disability. University of Illinois at Chicago: 
Sage Publications, Inc. 
 
Published, Not Peer-Reviewed 
 
Stergiou-Kita, M., Moll, S., Silverberg, A., & Gewurtz, R. (2010). Health professionals, 
advocacy and return to work: Taking up the challenge. Work: A Journal of Prevention, 
Assessment, and Rehabilitation, 37, 217-223. 
 
Cockburn, L., Kirsh, B., Krupa, T., & Gewurtz, R. (2004). Mental health and mental illness in 
the workplace: Occupational therapy solutions for complex problems. Occupational Therapy 
NOW, 6(5), 7-14. 
 
Cockburn, L., Kirsh, B., & Gewurtz, R. (2004). Doing work well: Preserving and promoting 
mental health in the workplace. Occupational Therapy NOW, 6(5), 25-27. 
 
Gewurtz, R. & Eccles, A. (2003). The use of sensory integration in equine assisted therapy: An 
occupational therapy perspective. Occupational Therapy NOW, 5(1), 8-10. 
 
Accepted for Publication 
 
Eisfelder, R., Gewurtz, R., & Braveman, B. (in press). Work and mental health. In B. Braveman 
& J. Page (Eds.), Work: Occupational therapy intervention to promote participation and 
productivity. Philadelphia, PA: F.A. Davis Company. 
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Kirsh, B. & Gewurtz, R. (in press). Organizational culture and work issues for individuals with 
mental health disabilities. In I.Z. Schultz & E.S. Rogers (Eds.), Handbook of work 
accommodation and retention in mental health. New York, NY: Springer. 
 
Kirsh, B., Gewurtz, R., & Bakewell, R.A. (in press). Critical characteristics of supported 
housing: Resident and service provider perspectives. Canadian Journal of Community Mental 
Health. 
 
Submitted for Publication 
 
Gewurtz, R., Kirsh, B., & Bakewell, R.A. (2010). Supported housing: Key characteristics 
identified in the literature. Submitted for publication on January 7th, 2011. 
 
Unpublished Reports 
 
Gewurtz, R. (2007). Mental illness in Ontario disability policy: An analysis of the Accessibility 
for Ontarians with Disability Act. Toronto, ON: Prepared for the Canadian Mental Health 
Association, Ontario Division.  
 
Scholarly Presentations, Peer-reviewed 
 
Gewurtz, R., Moll, S., Krupa, T., & Law, M. (2011, June). Positioning occupation as a public 
health issue. Abstract accepted for a paper presentation. 2011 CAOT National Conference. 
Saskatoon, SK. 
 
Gewurtz, R., & Kirsh, B. (2011, June). Conceptualizing and responding to the problem of 
unemployment. Abstract accepted for a paper presentation. 2011 CAOT National Conference. 
Saskatoon, SK. 
 
Levack, W., McPerson, K., Kayes, N., Fadyl, J., Gewurtz, R., & DeJong, G. (2010, October). 
The role of qualitative metasynthesis in evidence based rehabilitation. Abstract accepted for a 
symposium presentation. 2010 American Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine Annual 
Conference. Montreal, QC. Oct 21st, 2010. 
 
Gewurtz, R., Stergiou-Kita, M., Shaw, L., Kirsh, B., & Rappolt, S. (2010, May). Using the 
qualitative meta-synthesis approach to inform occupational therapy practice. Paper presentation. 
2010 CAOT National Conference. Halifax, NS. May 27th, 2010. 
 
Kirsh, B., Krupa, T., Cockburn, C., & Gewurtz, R. (2010, May). A Canadian model of work 
integration for persons with mental illness. Paper presentation. 2010 CAOT National Conference. 
Halifax, NS. May 29th, 2010. 
 
Gewurtz, R. & Kirsh, B. (2009, June). Constructing and implementing public policy for 
marginalized groups: A case study of ODSP employment supports. Paper Presentation. 2009 
CAOT National Conference. Ottawa, ON. June 5th, 2009. 
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Kirsh, B., Dawson, D., Krupa, T., Lysaght, R., Shaw, L., Kita, M. & Gewurtz, R. (2009, June). 
Work integration for persons with disabilities: Best practice across three disability groups. Poster 
Presentation. 2009 CAOT National Conference. Ottawa, ON. June 4th, 2009. 
 
Kirsh, B., Dawson, D., Krupa, T., Lysaght, R., Shaw, L., Kita, M. & Gewurtz, R. (2008, 
August). Work integration for persons with disabilities: Best practice across three disability 
groups. Abstract accepted for a paper presentation. 21st World Congress of Rehabilitation 
International. Quebec City, QC. August 25th-28th, 2008. 
 
Kirsh, B., Gewurtz, R., Badsha, M., Singer, B., & Giles, N. (2008, June). Supported housing: 
Characteristics that promote occupational engagement. Paper presentation. 2008 CAOT National 
Conference. Whitehorse, YT, June 12th, 2008. 
 
Gewurtz, R. & Kirsh, B. (2007, June). Making Qualitative research useful for decision-makers: 
The meta-synthesis approach. Poster presentation. 2007 Canadian Association for Health 
Services and Policy Research (CAHSPR) Conference. Toronto, ON. June 13th, 2007. Winner of 
a Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR-IHSPR) student poster award. 
 
Kirsh, B., Cockburn, L. & Gewurtz, R. (2007, July). Program characteristics influencing 
vocational outcomes for persons with mental illnesses. Paper presentation. 2007 CAOT National 
Conference. St. John's, NF. July 12th, 2007. 
 
Kirsh, B., Krupa, T., Cockburn, L., & Gewurtz, R. (2007, July). Work initiatives in Canada: A 
decade of development. Paper presentation. 2007 CAOT National Conference. St. John's, NF. 
July 13th, 2007. 
 
Gewurtz, R. & Kirsh, B. (2007, July). Experiences of persons with disabilities in the workplace: 
A meta-synthesis. Paper presentation. 2007 CAOT National Conference. St. John's, NF. July 14th, 
2007. 
 
Gewurtz, R., Jimenez, S., & Schultz, T. (2007, July). Implementing recovery: Students as 
change agents in community mental health. Poster presentation. 2007 CAOT National 
Conference. St. John's, NF. July 14th, 2007. 
 
Krupa, T., Kirsh, B., Cockburn, L., & Gewurtz, R. (2006, June). Stigma, mental illness and the 
workplace: A conceptual model. Paper presentation. 2006 CAOT National Conference. Montreal, 
QC. June 3rd, 2006. 
 
Kirsh, B., Krupa, T., Cockburn, L., Bickenbach, J., & Gewurtz, R.  (2005, May). Employment and 
persons with mental illness: Canadian principles and practices. Paper presentation. 2005 CAOT 
National Conference. Vancouver, BC. May 27th, 2005. 
 
Krupa,T. Kirsh,B. Cockburn L. & Gewurtz, R. (2005, June). The development of a substantive 
theory of stigma in the workplace to focus intervention campaigns. Paper Presentation. The First 
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Canadian Institute for Research on Mental Health in the Workplace. Montreal, QC. June 3rd, 
2005. 
 
Kirsh, B., Krupa, T., Cockburn, L., & Gewurtz, R. (2005, October). Stigma in the workplace: 
Implications for persons with mental illness. Extended discussion. Making Gains Conference in 
Mental Health & Addictions. London, ON. October 24th, 2005. 
 
Kirsh, B., Krupa, T., Cockburn, L., Bickenbach, J., & Gewurtz, R. (2004, October). The social 
construction of work integration: Is there a Canadian context? Extended discussion. Making Gains 
Conference: Evidence Based Practice in Community Mental Health. Toronto, ON. October 5th, 
2004. 
 
Gewurtz, R. & Kirsh, B. (2004, June). Understanding work potential: Perspectives of community 
mental health consumers. Paper presentation. 2004 CAOT National Conference. Charlottetown, 
PEI. June 25th, 2004. 
 
Invited Presentations 
 
Gewurtz, R. Constructing and implementing public policy for marginalized groups: A case study 
of ODSP employment supports. Invited Presentation. The Centre for Addiction and Mental 
Health. Oct 20th, 2009. 
 
Gewurtz, R. Transitioning individuals with mental illnesses into the workforce. Whitby Mental 
Health Centre, Whitby, ON. October 22nd, 2008. 
 
Gewurtz, R. & Jacobson, N. Ethical review of interpretive research: Problems and solutions. 
Faculty of Health Science Research Ethics Committee, McMaster University. Hamilton, ON. April 
15th, 2008. 
 
Gewurtz, R. Mental illness in Ontario disability policy: An analysis of the AODA. The Canadian 
Mental Health Association, Ontario Division. Toronto, ON. April 9th, 2007. 
 
Gewurtz, R. Proposed research on recent changes to ODSP employment. Employment Works!, 
Centre for Addiction and Mental Health. Toronto, ON. March 15th, 2007. 
 
Jacobson, N., & Gewurtz, R. Qualitative research and ethics review: Part II. Qualitative Research 
Group, Centre for Addiction and Mental Health. Toronto, ON. October 18th, 2006. 
 
Gewurtz, R. Incorporating a recovery-oriented approach in the delivery of housing services for 
persons with mental illness: A discussion of challenges and strategies. St. George House, LOFT 
Community Services. Toronto, ON. June 14th, 2006. 
  
Kirsh, B., & Gewurtz, R. Supported employment in mental health services. The Mental Health 
Vocational Occupational Therapy Interest Group. Toronto, ON. February 21st, 2006. 
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Gewurtz, R., Haydon, E., Jacobson, N. The effects of the research ethic board approval process on 
the planning and conduct of qualitative research in mental health and addictions. Qualitative 
Research Group, Centre for Addiction and Mental Health. Toronto, ON. November 16th, 2005. 
 
Gewurtz, R. How community mental health consumers come to understand their potential for 
work. Toronto Occupational Therapy Psychiatric Interest Group. Toronto, ON. September, 22nd, 
2004. 
 
Gewurtz, R. How mental health consumers come to understand their potential for work. 
Qualitative Research Group, Centre for Addiction and Mental Health. Toronto, ON. May 19th, 
2004. 
 
Gewurtz, R. The concept of recovery and occupational therapy. Toronto Occupational Therapy 
Psychiatric Interest Group. Toronto, ON. March 25th, 2004. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES 
  
2009- present  FHS Scholarship Selection Committee, Member 
   Faculty of Health Sciences, McMaster University 
 
2007-present  Curriculum Community, Member  
   Occupational Therapy Program, McMaster University 
 
2006-2007  Rehabilitation Sciences Sector Appeals Committee 

University of Toronto 
Student member representing the Graduate Department of Rehabilitation 
Science 
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